
 
 
 

- 36 -

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welkin Osteopathy 
Chris Fielding B.Ost 
Registered Osteopath 

07903 767734 
cgmfielding@btintemet.com 

low back pain : neck pain : sciatica : 
headaches : joint and limb pain : 
sports injuries : arthritic pain : foot 
problems : poor posture : pain 
during and after pregnancy 
Natural, Safe, Effective - 

Suitable for all 

Published jointly by 
St Thomas à Becket Church 

and Framfield Parish Council 

 

 
 

F r a m f i e l d,  B l a c k b o y s   

and 

P a l e h o u s e   C o m m o n 
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HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR  
LOCAL CHURCH 

 
Vicar :   Revd Chris Lawrence 
    01825 891090 

     (after hours 01825 890365) 
 
Churchwardens :  Awaiting elections 
 
Secretary to PCC : Miss Annie Sheldrick 
 
Treasurer :   Mr Norman Jones 
 
All communications for church matters should be directed to 
the Church Office – 10.30 am – 5.00 pm (closed Wednesday) 
 
Email - rev.chris@btinternet.com 
Post - Vicarage Barn, Brookhouse Lane, Framfield TN22 5NH 
Telephone/ leave a message - 01825 891090 
 

From the Registers : 

  
 
 

Marriages: Those whom God has joined, let no one divide: 

 

  10
th

 August:  Robert Boorer and Felicity Creasey 

  17
th

 August:  Anthony Peck and Clare Pressney 

  31
st
 August:  Sean Trowell and Emma Clifton 

 

At rest:  

  12th August:  Sheila Joyce Renals 
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FREE SMOKE ALARMS 
 
Your local Fire Service personnel are happy to make an 
appointment to visit your home and discuss fire safety issues that 
are specific to you.  They will also ensure that you have working 
smoke alarm(s) within your home and where you do not, they will 
supply and fit 10 year smoke alarms. 
 
To request a FREE visit call 0800 1777 069 (call is free). 
 

 

USEFUL WEALDEN TELEPHONE NOs. 

ESCC - General Enquiries: 01273 481000 
Adult Education: 01273 481497 
Bins and Recycling: 01323 443322 or 01892 653311 
Education, general 01273 481000 
Leisure centres, swimming pools and parks: 01323 443322 
Planning, development, building control: 01323 443322 
Road maintenance: 0345 6080193 
Recycling sites: 01273 481000 
Street Lighting: 01825 890182 
Trading standards (consumer issues): 01323 418200 
Crimestoppers, report crime anonymously 0800 555111 
Police, non-emergency: 0845 6070999 
East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service: 0845 130 8855 
Home Safety Visit Helpline: 0800 1777 069 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS MAGAZINE ARE 

PUBLISHED IN GOOD FAITH. THE PUBLISHERS DO NOT, 
HOWEVER, ENDORSE ANY PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 

SPECIFIED 
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WHO'S WHO AT THE 
St THOMAS À BECKET NEWSLETTER 

 
Joint Chair -  
For the Church: Rev. Chris Lawrence  
For the Council: Mr. Rob Newton 
 
Co-ordinator and Advertising: Ann Newton 

Technical Editor: Barry Richardson 

 
Treasurer: Jan Riddle 
 

Distribution: Derek Thorogood, Delia Gillies 

and their teams of volunteers 
 

Printers: "Print Matters" 

 

A bi-monthly Newsletter distributed free to all homes 

within the Parish. 
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Looking down or looking up? 
 

I think we would all agree that it has been an extraordinary 

good summer. After the somewhat delayed start the sunny 
weather seemed almost endless; perhaps the best summer for 

many a year? 
One of the great delights in living close to the countryside is 

the privilege to stop and appreciate the amazing views.  

The vicarage garden at Framfield overlooks literally miles of 
green fields right up to Mount Caburn in the far distance which 

overshadows the town of Lewes. 

One Saturday morning I was listening to a Radio 4 interview 

with the head of a London firm of architects. During the 
conversation it transpired that during the recession of the late 

1980’s the firm had to lay off many of their employees to 
which the interviewer asked - how did you cope with the 

burden of all the affected lives and the uncertainty that your 
business might have totally collapsed? The head of the firm 

replied that he just kept his head down and hoped for the 
best!  

This was one of those ironic moments, here was a picture of 
the boss of a top London firm, all alone, with his head down 

hoping for the best while I was looking out of the kitchen 

window up at Mount Caburn in the far distance with the words 
from Psalm 121 in my mind. The psalmist writes:  
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains – 
    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all harm – 
    he will watch over your life; 
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
    both now and for evermore. 



 
 
 

- 4 -

 

Verse one is clearly a rhetorical question, and one that we 
should consider asking ourselves particularly when in a 

situation where help is needed. Unlike the head of the 
architectural firm the psalmist is very clear that his help 

comes from ‘the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth’.  
As majestic as they are looking up to the mountains is a mere 

snapshot of the vastness of the earth and heavens; but the 
Lord God has made it all. Verses 6 & 7 gives us an insight into 

the character and benevolence of ‘The Maker’. Here we find 
the promise of ‘watching over’; fatherly protection in the 

comings and goings of daily living and for all eternity. 

 
In the ups and downs of life there are clearly some choices to 

be made. We can choose to live like the head of the 
architectural firm – in a place of isolation, worry and 

uncertainty or we can choose to ask God into our lives. When 
we choose the latter our options open up, the tunnel vision of 

adversity rises to a higher view with infinite possibilities. 
 

In keeping with many believers King David found God to be 
faithful and true prompting him to write psalm 3:3-4  

 
But you, LORD, are a shield around me, 

    my glory, the One who lifts my head high. 
4 I call out to the LORD, 

    and he answers me from his holy mountain. 

 
So here’s a closing question; when you are going through 

times of uncertainly are you a head down hope for the best 
person or are you willing to look up- lift your eyes, thoughts 

and prayers heaven ward, and as you do rest in confident  
expectation that the Maker of heaven and earth is coming to 

your aid? 

- Rev Chris Lawrence 
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Looking for a local venue? 

 

Looking for a local venue? Then look no further. 

Framfield Church Hall has just undergone a major refurbishment programme and is the ideal 

venue for regular meetings, special occasions, corporate training, parties and village events. 

The hall typically seats up to 60 persons and has full kitchen facilities and facilities/parking for 

the disabled. 

 

Hire Rates: £8.00/hour with reductions for regular users and church members. 

Tel the Church Office for further details 01825 891090; visit the website 

www.framfieldchurch.org.uk or e.mail rev.chris@btinternet.com 
 

FRAMFIELD VILLAGE HALL MARKET 
 
FRAMFIELD VILLAGE HALL MARKET 
 
Saturday - October 26th 10.00am - 12 Noon 
 
Saturday - November 23rd 10.00am - 12 Noon 
 
ALL WELCOME   -  Come and Enjoy a Variety 
of Market Stalls -  

                                                   Tea/ Coffee - Bacon Rolls 
For further Information - Sandy & Keith (Rogers) 01825 840648 

 

Heathfield & District Horticultural Society 

Commencing at 7.30pm 

at St Richard’s Church Hall, 

Park Road, Heathfield  presents 

talk by Mr Raymond Broomhill 

'Rudyard Kipling - 

his two homes' 

Visitors £3 to include tea or coffee 

Competition: - (optional) - A  hedgerow arrangement  or a specimen bloom 

Tel: 01435 864875 
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Diary of Church Services 

(Due to renovation works in the church, services in October and 
November will be held in the Church Hall) 
 

OCTOBER 2013 
 
06 Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity   
  8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 11.00 am Harvest Festival Family Service 
 (Followed by Harvest Festival Lunch in Church Hall)  
 
13 Twentieth Sunday after Trinity  
 10.00 am Family Service 
 6.30 pm Evening Holy Communion (CW) 
 
20 Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.00 am Parish Holy Communion (CW) 
 4.00 pm  ‘Messy Church’ for all the family 
  
27 Last Sunday after Trinity 
 10.00 am Morning Praise  
 6.30 pm Evening Holy Communion (CW) 
 
 
NOVEMBER 2013 
 
03 Fourth Sunday before Advent 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.00 am Family Service 
 
10 Third Sunday before Advent 
 10.00 am Remembrance Service (in Framfield Memorial Hall) 
 6.30 pm Evening Communion (CW) with Prayer for Healing 
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17 Second Sunday before Advent 
 8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.00 am Parish Holy Communion (CW) 
 4.00 pm  ‘Messy Church’ for all the family 
 
24 Sunday next before Advent (Christ the King)  
 10.00 am Morning Praise 
 6.30 pm Joint Service, Churches in Uckfield – Holy Cross 

 
BCP: Book of Common Prayer. CW: Common Worship  

 
 

 
COPY FOR THE NEXT ISSUE PLEASE 

BY 10th NOVEMBER 2013 
TO 

ANN NEWTON – 01825 890182 
framfield.pc@virgin.net 

CHURCH NEWS ITEMS MAY ALSO BE SENT TO 
CHRIS LAWRENCE AT THE CHURCH OFFICE –  

01825 891090 
 
 

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR PARISH COUNCIL – 
FRAMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Mrs Ann Newton (Parish Clerk) 
Telephone/fax: (01825) 890182.   
Email: framfield.pc@virgin.net 

 
Postal Address: ‘Highlands’, Framfield Road, Blackboys, 

East Sussex  TN22 5LR. 
Parish Council website: www.framfieldcouncil.org.uk 
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Blackboys Pre-School 

The Village Hall, 

Gun Road, Blackboys, 

East Sussex, TN22 5JL 

Tel: 01825 891113 

email: enquiries@blackboyspreschool.org.uk 

www.blackboyspreschool.org.uk 
 

The start of a new school year is always exciting! A huge welcome to all the children 

(and their parents and carers) who have joined us this term. 

 

Growing up green 

At our allotment, we have planted bulbs and are paying regular visits to our three 

hens. We are looking for old car or tractor tyres to use in the allotment. If you can 

help, please email us or give us a ring. As part of our forest school activities we’ll be 

trying our hand at making friendship bracelets. 

 

Recycle for Blackboys 

We do regular clothes recycling collections to raise money for our activities. You can 

drop any donations off to us during school hours at the village hall in Blackboys. Or 

drop us a line if you’d like us to pick up from you. 

 

Open days 

We continue to hold regular coffee mornings/open days to give parents an 

opportunity to socialise and give those interested an opportunity to look around the 

Pre-School. Event details can be found on our website at:  

www.blackboyspreschool.org.uk 

 

You can keep tabs on our activities by checking out our Facebook page, or visiting our website 

for updates on events. Go on, check it out. 

 

A little bit about us 

Established almost 30 years ago, Blackboys Pre School is open Monday to Friday during 

school term time from 8.45am to 3.30pm and provides a wonderful, nurturing environment 

for children aged between 2 and 5 in a fabulous rural setting. The Pre-School applies 

Montessori principles and practices to activities as well as employing a Forest School 

coordinator. To book your child in for a no-obligation free trial or to arrange a visit, call Jenny 

on 01825 891113 or email enquiries@blackboyspreschool.org.uk.  
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UCKFIELD DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY 

 
Uckfield Decorative & Fine Arts Society is a branch of the National 
Association of Decorative & Fine Arts. The aim of this organisation is to 
promote the appreciation and study of decorative & fine arts and the 
preservation of our national artistic heritage.  
 

Uckfield DFAS recently sponsored a 2 day artist-in-residence at Blackboys 
Primary School where each class was given various materials to draw, paint 
and appreciate the different ways of looking at objects. It was a great success 
and the children had great fun.  We hope this experience fostered an interest in 
painting.  
 

Uckfield DFAS meets at Uckfield Civic Centre at 2.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month (apart from July & August) for a talk by excellent 
lecturers on the arts.   

Below are the first 3 lectures for the new season: 
 

September 11th - The Arts of Bloomsbury & Omega. by Eveline Eaton 
 

October 9th - Meet Me at the Waldorf: the story of two iconic hotels. by Mary 
Alexander. 
 

November 13th - The Hermitage: The Collections of Catherine the Great. by 
Edward Saunders.  
 

Uckfield DFAS also organises visits to places of interest. Our Heritage 
Volunteers work on local conservation projects and our Church Recorders 
work in local churches. 
 

Uckfield DFAS warmly welcomes new members. 

For further details please contact the Membership Secretary –  
e-mail:  pearce.sa@btinternet.com OR tel: 01323 842714 

Yearly subscription is £37. Guests £7 a lecture. 
Further information go to Uckfield DFAS website 

www.uckfielddfas.org.uk 
or just come along to our next meeting,  

we’d love to meet you!! 

 
 
 

- 7 -

 
 

 

 

 

Our fund raising committee has had its busiest season ever for making 

tea and cakes at various venues. Altogether we have raised £5700 from 

this – a lot of baking but well worth the effort!  Street and Tesco 

collections made well over £1000 and a lovely walk over the Ashdown 

Forest last month, followed by a delicious ploughman’s lunch raised over 

£500. I think we can safely say we are very pleased with our efforts over 

the summer. 

 

Our main fundraising event in September is ‘The Biggest Coffee morning 

in the World’. Uckfield committee are holding theirs at Pizza Express in 

Uckfield on September 27th between 10am and 12 noon and would welcome 

lots of support. The money we raise from this will go locally, along with all 

the other money raised this year.  We continue to send funds to support 

the new cancer unit to be built alongside Brighton Hospital.  

 

Please may I also remind you of our Christmas Bazaar to be held on 

November 27th at Buxted Park Pavilion from 10 am, where we shall be 

serving coffee, biscuits and mince pies in the morning, then homemade 

soup with bread at lunchtime. 

 

If you or anyone you know has worries about cancer, if they’ve just been 

diagnosed or even if their treatment has ended, the Cancerline, Benefits 

Helpline, Cancer information  Nurse Helpline and Youthline have all been 

brought together under one phone number: 0808 808 0000  or the 

website can always be visited on www.macmillan.org.uk. Information can be 

had over the telephone, or you can request any number of relevant 

booklets. 

 

Ann Press, Local Chairman 01825 890400 
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Framfield Church Update 

  

After over a year of fundraising by the Friends of Framfield 

Church and the very generous support of many parishioners I 

am pleased to report that work has now started on renovating 

our beautiful church.  

 

Framfield Church is part of our heritage, a building that’s open 

to everyone in the parish to enjoy in their own way. By 

undertaking this work now we hope to ensure that the building is 

in good order to pass on to future generations. 

 

It’s very exciting that the work has now finally started and we 

look forward to re-opening the newly decorated church in 

December – with its clerestory windows and stonework restored 

and a new lighting system that will enhance the lovely building.  

 

To everyone who has contributed to the project so far we would 

like to express our heartfelt thanks. We still have to raise 

around £8000 so, if you haven’t yet contributed but would like 

to, your gift would be much appreciated.  

 

You can contact me about making a donation or send your gift 

to me: Peter Berry, The Friends of Framfield Church, Vicarage 

Barn, Framfield TN22 5NH (Please make cheques payable to: 

The Friends of Framfield Church).  

 

Peter Berry, Chairman, The Friends of Framfield Church  
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Framfield and Blackboys Wives Group 
 

Our annual Jumble Sale is at 2pm on Saturday 12th October in the Memorial 
Hall. Please leave jumble at the hall in the morning. 

 
As usual we will have a cake stall, teas and a tombola. 

 
Our main charity this year is our local hospital, so please come and support us. 

 
Any queries to Val Peaty on 890677. 

 
POPPY APPEAL – HELP URGENTLY NEEDED 

 

The 2013 appeal is nearly here and we are very short 

of door to door collectors. 

Could you spare a couple of hours in the two weeks 

leading up to Remembrance Day to help cover the 

entire parish? 

We are particularly light in Palehouse Common and Blackboys. 

If you feel that you can help please contact David Jenner on 01825 

890632 or davidjenner@supanet.com 

  

Similarly if you would like to join the Royal British Legion, just let 

me know. 
 

PLANNING A FUNCTION? - NEED A VENUE? 

BLACKBOYS VILLAGE HALL CAN SATISFY YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 

2 HEATED ROOMS WITH A SEATING CAPACITY OF 100  and 50 

RESPECTIVELY. 

SECURE OUTDOOR PLAY AREA FOR TODDLERS. 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES FOR BOTH REGULAR AND CASUAL BOOKINGS. 

CONTACT JILL GOGGIN ON 01825 890691 FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
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FRAMFIELD MEMORIAL HALL 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 
LARGE HALL WITH A CAPACITY OF 150. 
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES FOR BOTH 

REGULAR AND CASUAL BOOKINGS. 
CONTACT MARY SHORT ON 01825 890854 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS. 
 

 

 
Community Speedwatch 
 
If you are interested in joining the Framfield and Blackboys 
Community speed watch and can spare a couple or more hours a 
week working in a small team of volunteers to raise awareness 
and visibility of anti-social driving & speeding through the 
villages please leave your details for Keith on 01825 890721 or 
email k.brandon@virginmedia.com 

 

 

 

 
 

Dog fouling in the church yard 

 
The church yard has traditionally been a place where the adjoining fields are 
accessed by dog walkers. However, I have received a complaint that there is 
a considerable amount of dog excreta around the gravestones. May I politely 
point out that this should not be the case, the graveyard is a consecrated 
public place and not a dogs toilet and it is distressing for persons visiting 
graves of loved ones or when conducting a burial service.  
All dogs must be on a lead in the church yard and if your dog has an 
‘accident’ please come prepared with a plastic bag to pick it up.  

 
Thank you - Rev Chris Lawrence 
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Step back in time and enjoy all the fun and  excitement of a 

Victorian Lantern Show 

 

MAGIC BY LANTERN LIGHT  

 

To be presented by  

Maestro Peter Gillies  
 

at 

 

Framfield Memorial Hall  

on 

SATURDAY, 19 OCTOBER AT 7PM   

 
£15 - to include a Ploughman’s Supper and a Glass of Wine 

(£12.50 for members of The Friends of Framfield Church)   

    

Tickets: Tickets: Tickets: Tickets: 01825 01825 01825 01825 890339890339890339890339/890681/890247/890681/890247/890681/890247/890681/890247        
This event is organised by The Friends of Framfield 

Church. All proceeds for the church Restoration 

Fund. 
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Nature Notes 
 

Many Naturalists spend lots of time watching species so as to understand how 
they fit in with Nature.  There is a lovely story of two 19th century naturalists, 
Fritz Müller and Henry Bates.  Both were fascinated by the fact that unrelated 
species often had similar shapes, colours and/or marking patterns.  They 
discovered that some species of animal have evolved to mimic others, and by 
doing so, enhanced their survival probabilities.  To understand this, it is 
necessary to understand warning signals.  Although many species of animal 
have camouflaged or cryptic bodies that hide them away from predators (e.g. 
green or brown frogs hiding from cats and snakes), some animals are brightly 
coloured (e.g. ladybirds).  It turns out that ladybirds are both toxic and 
distasteful when eaten, so that predators (usually birds) avoid them.  However, 
frogs are apparently good to eat, so need the ability to hide from predators.  So, 
if another species of beetle becomes red, but is also good to eat, predators will 
tend to avoid it because of its colour, and even though it is good to eat, it is 
more likely to survive and have offspring.  This is known as Batesian mimicry 
after Henry Bates.  It also works for flowers where plants that do not provide 
nectar mimic others that do, so that insects will pollinate them even if they do 
not provide a reward. 
Fritz Müller went to South America and found that many species of butterfly, 
some closely related, and others not, all had similar shapes and markings, and 
all were toxic and distasteful.  So why were they all looking similar if they 
were all toxic or distasteful?  It turns out that even if an animal is bad to eat, it 
is less likely to be eaten if it looks like another animal that is bad to eat.  It is 
easier for a predator to learn one warning signal than lots of different signals. 
So appearances tend to converge over many generations.  So this is known as 
Müllerian mimicry. 
There are many other types of mimicry in nature, such as the peacock 
butterfly, that has false eyes on its wings.  When its wings are closed it is 
cryptic and camouflaged.  However, if it moved, it may be spotted by a 
predator, if this happens, the butterfly suddenly opens its wings and the 
predator sees 2 huge eyes ‘looking’ at it and should jump back, giving the 
butterfly time to escape.   

Martyn Stenning 
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BBBBLACKBOYS & DISTRICTLACKBOYS & DISTRICTLACKBOYS & DISTRICTLACKBOYS & DISTRICT    

HISTORICAL SOCIETYHISTORICAL SOCIETYHISTORICAL SOCIETYHISTORICAL SOCIETY    

 
Our next meeting will be the AGM and Seasonal Supper on Tuesday 1st October, 6.45 
for 7pm start in the Village Hall.  
 
There will not be a meeting on Tuesday 5th November, instead it will take place on 
Friday 15th. Visitors are especially welcome on this occasion as the subject is a very 
popular one with “historians” and the general public alike. The speaker is Robert 
Goldsmith from West Sussex who has a very special interest in the Titanic. His 
presentation covers the history of the ship and its build, including its demise in the 
Atlantic. The talk includes still photographs, and video film of various parts of the wreck. 
Robert won a competition, run by the History Channel, to visit the wreck site by mini 
submarine in May 2005. The evening will be a chance to discover for ourselves what it 
was like to be part of such an amazing adventure and journey under the sea, as well as 
learning more about the story of an incredible ship 
 
The date of our December event has also been changed to Tuesday 10th. We will be 
having a two course supper followed by our guest speaker/entertainer local folk 
musician Will Duke. His illustrated talk will be entitled The Life & Music of Scan Tester, 
Sussex Musician, 1887–1972. 
 
We have a full and varied calendar of speakers and meetings ready for 2014 which will 
be available from October.  
  
Our meetings are held in Blackboys Village Hall on the first Tuesday of the month at 
7.30 for 8pm start, unless otherwise stated. There is a charge of £3 for visitors and £1 
for members. If you would like to know more about the above, please contact the 
secretary on 01825890359 or email baturner.18maple@btinternet.com 
 
Ann Turner, Secretary 
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LLeeaarrnn  ssoommeetthhiinngg  nneeww  oorr  ttaakkee  uupp  aa  nneeww  

aaccttiivviittyy  aatt  TThhee  GGrroovvee!! 

The Grove has been approached by Catherine Collingwood, the Partnerships Project 

Co-ordinator for ACRES.  ACRES provides Adult Community learning in Rural East 

Sussex (www.acreslearning.org.uk).  Here's what she had to say... 

 

"One of the main issues for Community learning is that it all takes place in towns 
which makes it very difficult for those in rural communities to access it, particularly 

with public transport being as patchy as it is.  Because we focus on rural communities 
we are always on the lookout for organisations that may wish to work with us to 

improve services in their locality.  If a community has a venue and a group of people 
wishing to learn something together, we can supply the adult learning to that 

community.  Venues like yours are ideal as they are appealing to the community, 
accessible and provide a good supply of tea and cakes!  Partnership working like this 
enables those in rural areas to gain some of the many benefits that those in towns 

take for granted.” 

 

We at The Grove are very excited about this possibility and would love to hear from 

you!  There are a whole range of courses that could be held at The Grove, from 

cushion making to Spanish conversation and needle felting to bicycle maintenance. 
What would you be interested in learning about?  Would you prefer a morning or 

afternoon course?  Which day of the week would you prefer?  Please get in touch 
ASAP if you are interested, we look forward to hearing from you! 

 
 
 

Opening Hours: 8.30am - 5.30pm Monday to Friday and 8.30am - 3.30pm Saturdays
Brownings Farm Workshops, Lewes Road, Blackboys, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 5HG

Call: 01825 890415      E-mail: thegroveblackboys@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook under “The Grove, Blackboys”
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FRAMFIELD PRE-SCHOOL 

THE STREET 

FRAMFIELD 

TN22 5NR 

TEL: 01825 890943  

www.framfieldpreschool@gmail.com 

 
All the children have settled well into Pre-School after the Summer 

Holidays.  They have all enjoyed sharing their Scrapbooks with us. 

Thank you to everyone who supported us at the Horticultural Show, 

we raised over £85.00. 

The children will be learning about the changing seasons and we are 

hoping to do a welly walk around the village. 

We would like to welcome all our new children and families this term, 

Aiden, Sophia, Lorraine, Bella, Hugo, Felix, May & Harriet, we hope you all 

enjoy your time at Framfield Pre-School. 

We are open 7.45 – 6pm daily, including a breakfast club 7.45-8.45 and 

after school club 3-6pm for 2-11yrs. 

We still have some availability for morning and afternoon sessions, if 

you would like to arrange a visit or for more information please 

telephone Sarah Ridley on 01825 890943. 

Thank you 

Teresa Howell 

Pre-School Manager 

OFSTED Registration No. 415265 

Charity Commission No. 1139563 

PLA Member No. 29899
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SOUTHWOOD JOINERY 
 
 

We manufacture purpose-made Joinery, 
ie: windows, doors, door frames, door 
linings, stairs, kitchens, conservatories, 

decking, wardrobes and cupboards. 
 

We can also offer a machining service. 
We can supply only or supply & fit. 

We offer a friendly & reliable service. 
Free estimates & survey. 

 
01825 891267 

07951 744816 - Pete 
07718 480358 - Dave 

southwood.joinery1@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 
 

This is an advertising 
space.  

would you like it ? 
 
 

Contact:  
 

ANN NEWTON –  
01825 890182 

 
 

framfield.pc@virgin.net 
 

 
 

Foot Care At Home 
 

Nicola Willis MCFHP MAFHP 
Foot Health Professional 

 
23 years experience , fully 
qualified and insured. 

 
Home Visiting Practice 

For an appointment please telephone  
01825 713175 
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LIVING WITH FUR AND FEATHER 
 
A RIDE TO THE SEA 
 
As a child I always had animals and eventually had Prince my Dartmoor pony. My 
grandparents lived by the sea in a village called Felpham near Bognor, which was 
wonderful for holidays.  I loved the beach where I could watch horses being exercised 
on the golden sands or splashing through the sea. 
 
Back home after another visit I suddenly thought how exciting it would be to ride to 
the sea.  I was about fifteen at the time. We lived in a village called Harting in West 
Sussex on the north side of the South Downs. I regularly rode Prince up to the top of 
the Downs, along the ridge then back down to the village. But that was the longest 
ride I had done. I had a friend, younger than me, called Judy who enjoyed riding 
Prince. We chatted about my ambitious plan and decided we would undertake this 
long journey together. We would take Prince and my bike and swap over at intervals 
so one could ride and one could pedal. I realised that this idea would need a lot of 
planning. 
 
These days I expect you would have a horse box and make arrangements to have 
livery at the other end which would be relatively simple. In those days we did not 
have a car, or horse box. We had no phone and mobiles had not been thought of. We 
would have to manage on our own. Our mothers agreed to us going. Prince would 
need grazing while we were on holiday.  My Grandfather owned holiday bungalows 
around the village and promised to leave the grass long in the garden of one of them. 
Luckily I had very helpful advice about tethering Prince from our local blacksmith. 
He kindly lent me a neck collar, tethering chain and spike. All this equipment we 
would have to carry plus everything for the holiday plus a picnic. 
 
At last the great day arrived. The first part of the journey was up through woodland 
tracks to the top of the Downs. As we descended down the far side we were now on 
new territory which was very exciting. We progressed at a steady pace with our heavy 
loads along quiet roads, grassy verges and lanes. I remember arriving at a village 
called Lavant. At the village shop I bought a bottle of Tizer. There was a grassy area 
by the bridge with a stream flowing under the road. It made a perfect place to rest 
Prince who drank from the stream and munched the grass while we ate our picnic. 
Drinking the fizzy drink from the bottle, I wondered if Prince would like some. He did 
and like us drank it straight from the bottle! 
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FRAMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL – REPORT 

 
The Parish Council is well aware that the three Parish play areas are in need of 
updating.   The Parish Council has decided that the only way forward is to apply for 
borrowing approval so that a loan can be used to carry out this work. 
 
A loan is available through the Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) This mechanism 
has been used before by the Council and indeed is used by many other councils 
across the country.   
 
Three quotes for the works will be obtained and the most suitable chosen.  The 
amount of money required would be based on the scaled cost for the complete 
refurbishment of Framfield play area (the oldest and in need of most attention and 
serving the most residents) and partial refurbishments of Blackboys (which already 
has a newer set of swings) and Palehouse Common (which serves fewer residents).  
The total monies required will then be calculated over the period of repayment (up to 
50 years) including interest accrued, and the amount of extra council tax this will cost 
each household annually – this may only be in the region of £20.00, less than 50p per 
week. 
 
There is one possible proviso in this – the Parish Council may only able to obtain 
borrowing approval if the majority of residents vote ‘yes’ if we are required to hold a 
public referendum should the Government ‘cap’ parish councils in future years.  Any 
referendum would be held next May. 
 
Over the next few months, pictures and details of the schemes will be put on our 
website and the schools/pre-schools approached for their opinions.   
 
Although, it is relatively early days, the Council wanted everyone to be aware of their 
plans and hope that people will support this benefit to the community that the 
improvements to the play areas will bring for current and future children alike. 
 
Play area equipment is now so prohibitively expensive, the Parish Council will not be 
able to sustain any of the sites much longer without the facility of a loan and they will 
have to sadly be decommissioned. 
 
If anyone requires a full hard copy of the minutes for any of the Council meetings please let me 
know.  All our meeting details are available on our website – www.framfieldcouncil.org.uk. 
 

ANN NEWTON/September 2013 



 
 
 

- 22 -

 
"You will now find it easier to report incidents of anti-social 
driving in Sussex. Sussex Police has re-launched Operation 
Crackdown - a system that enables anyone to report anti-social 
driving and abandoned vehicles, either online or by phone 
Anti-social driving can be driving that is careless, deliberately 
aggressive or dangerous. If you see this type of behaviour it is 
important that you report it, so it can be dealt with in the most 
appropriate way.  
Operation Crackdown is a joint initiative supported by Sussex 
Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP), Sussex Police and all local 
authorities in the county. It was first launched in 2002 as a way 
of reporting abandoned vehicles in Sussex, and was expanded in 
2007 to cover anti-social driving reports.  
The system for reporting anti-social driving has now been made 
simpler, to encourage members of the public to easily and 
quickly report this type of incident and users can now keep 
track of the progress of their case with a specific reference 
number provided. 
Incidents can be reported, either via 
www.operationcrackdown.org, or by calling 01243 64 22 22, for 
those who don’t have access to the internet. 
Members of the public who are reporting incidents must 
remember, where possible, the registration number of the 
vehicle, the make, model and the colour, so the police can 
identify the vehicle concerned and make contact with the 
offender. 
Every report received through Operation Crackdown is viewed 
and a decision is made against a set criteria on how best to deal 
with it. In the majority of cases a letter of advice is sent to the 
driver or rider, but a report to Operation Crackdown can also 
lead to arrest and possible conviction, depending on the 
seriousness of the offence". 
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After our welcome break we continued through pleasant peaceful lanes. The last part 
was through a suburban area skirting round Bognor, which was very tiring with busy 
roads and noisy traffic. Eventually two weary girls and one tired pony arrived in 
Felpham. It had been a very long day. Following our tortuous route it must have been 
twenty to thirty miles. First Prince was settled into his holiday accommodation at the 
bottom of the bungalow garden; a wilder grassy area down by the river, a weeping 
willow providing shade. We left him happily grazing before we went on to my 
grandparent’s house. Our holiday by the sea had begun. 
 
We were having a wonderful time with Prince until a few days later. Early one 
morning there was a frantic battering on the door. It was the husband of the couple 
who were renting the bungalow. He was very agitated and announced that the pony 
was loose and was trampling the flower beds and frightening his wife. Very 
unfortunately she was a very famous actress who was expecting to enjoy a relaxing 
holiday by the sea. Judy and I rushed through the village to capture Prince. He was 
having a wonderful time munching the plants and sampling chunks of hedge. His long 
chain, still attached to the spike, clanked along behind him! The frightened actress had 
shut herself indoors while the unruly animal was loose.  It was entirely my fault; I had 
not banged the metal spike in hard enough so Prince had managed to pull it out. This 
episode could have ended in disaster if he had gone down the steep bank and into the 
river. I think my Grandfather must have refunded the rental that the couple had paid as 
they were valued customers!  
 
Soon the holiday was over and all three of us had had a wonderful time and my wish 
had come true. I had ridden Prince along the golden sands and trotted through the sea. 
 
Hazel Carter. 
 
 
Hazel Carter 
01825830477 
info@hazel-carter.co.uk 
www.hazel-carter.co.uk 
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BBuuiillddiinngg  tthhrroouugghh  BBlleessssiinngg  iinn  BBllaacckkbbooyyss  aanndd  BBeeyyoonndd  

 
It has been lovely to enjoy the glorious weather with picnics after services and 
the special occasion of the Believer’s Baptism of Andrew, Emma and Jacob 
Doherty in the swimming pool at Brownings Farm. 
 
Now we look forward to the autumn and winter with the Alpha course 
commencing at the beginning of October, harvest and new children’s groups 
on a Sunday morning.  There will now be 4 groups from babies to young teens.  
We continue to meet at 10.30am on a Sunday morning in the Blackboys village 
hall, commencing with a time of refreshments and fellowship –everyone 
welcome. 
 
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” John 10 v 10 

 

Contact The Minister: 
Rev Guy Partridge 

Email: guy_newlifechurch@btinternet.com 
Mobile: 07702 836057 

 
New Life Church Blackboys, a member of the Baptist Union of Great Britain,  

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/NewLifeChurchBlackboys 
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FRAMFIELD AND BLACKBOYS MONDAY CLUB 

 
Monday 7th October  Boccia (Bowls) 

also BRING AND BUY - 2.30pm 
Framfield Memorial Hall 

 
Monday 21st October  Chairbased Activities 

with Louise Knight  -    2..30pm 
Framfield Memorial Hall 

 
Monday 4th November Beetle Drive with 

Reg and Joan Jeffery - 2.30pm 
Framfield Memorial Hall 

 
Monday 18th November Sing along with Sandy  

Framfield Memorial Hall - 2.30pm 
For further Information - Sandy & Keith (Rogers) 01825 840648 
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There’s no requirement to attend the original club in order to join the TN22 

Plus Club as it is open to all, but for those with memory loss or dementia 

there is a higher ratio of helper support to enable members to attend the 

Club either with, or without, their regular family support or carer. 

 

The TN22 Club’s success is due to the goodwill of an amazing group of 

volunteers, all with a desire to support older people in the community. The 

new TN22 Plus Club already has a small band of friendly and enthusiastic 

volunteers but is seeking additional recruits, in particular those who have a 

passion for supporting people whose memory loss or dementia may affect 

their confidence in socializing or taking part in activities.  No previous 

experience is necessary. 

 

One of the TN22 Club’s recent activities has been participating in the TN22 

Community Choir’s rehearsals and on October 9
th

, the choir will give its first 

performance as part of UK Older People’s Day 2013.  The concert takes place 

at Hadlow Down Village Hall between 2pm and 4pm and for some numbers 

the choir will be joined by children from St Mark’s School.  Entrance is free 

including refreshments and homemade cakes and everyone is welcome to 

attend, but please call Suzanne to reserve a place on 01435 661054. 

If you are interested in joining either of the TN22 clubs, the Choir or becoming 
a volunteer, please call 07592 021590 for further information.  Alternatively, if 
you know a family member or neighbour who you think may benefit from 
mixing with others and a day out, please call us for a confidential chat about 
what’s involved and how we might help.  Transport is available to and from 
the Club for a small fee. 

For further information please call: 

Ruth Maddison - 01825 891094  

09.09.13 

Notes: 
1) Engage South East provides recreational activities in the interest of social welfare for 

older people, people of all ages with dementia and carers and is an affiliate of the 
charity Sound Architect (www.soundarchitect.org.uk)  

 
2) Cesi is a community not for profit organization which supports older people in retaining 

their independence and to remain within their communities for as long as possible. 
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Framfield & Blackboys WI 

 
 

I have been a member of our W.I. for just over a year now. When I joined I 
was not sure what to expect, was it going to be all jam, baking and Jerusalem 
at our meetings? Far from a stereotype, it is more like a kaleidoscope of 
opportunities ...if you can keep it up.  

Over the past year I have day tripped to the Isle of Wight, which led to a 
guided tour, of the mysterious Quarr Abbey, by a Benedictine monk himself 
and then by complete contrast visited Osborne House, Queen Victoria’s private 
retreat. My next adventure was touring an underground nuclear shelter hidden 
in Ashdown Forest and seeing how Sussex Police are trained for dealing with 
riots. A month later we were off on a tour of Hatfield House and St. Albans 
market. Other members have recently visited a local organic farm. Members 
are already looking forward to our visit to Highclere Castle next April.  

In between these outings we have had monthly meetings with a variety of 
interesting speakers. It is a chance to socialise, make new friends and learn. 
The national W.I. is soon to celebrate a centenary of achievement – and by 
offering a clever mix of social and life-long learning activities, it’s obviously 
doing something right! 

Why not drop in for a free trial meeting at our local group, there is no 
obligation to join. You can try everything, or nothing, but I can guarantee that 
you will have the best time. 

Cathy McDermott 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FRAMFIELD &BLACKBOYS WI 

RACE NIGHT 

Saturday 16
th

 November 2013 

At Framfield Memorial Hall 
Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start 

Fund Raiser 
Admission includes A Race card and Ploughman Supper 

BYO soft drink, beer or wine (and glasses too) 

Admission £10 by ticket only from Gill 01825 890459 
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CCooffffeeee  MMoorrnniinngg    

aatt  TThhee  GGrroovvee  
Every Monday Morning  

10-11.30am 
For anyone who would enjoy meeting up with others from the 

community 

 
Share memories, jigsaws, top tips..... 

Over a hot drink and cake 
£2 donation 

 
 

Opening Hours: 8.30am - 5.30pm Monday to Friday and 8.30am - 3.30pm Saturdays
Brownings Farm Workshops, Lewes Road, Blackboys, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 5HG

Call: 01825 890415      E-mail: thegroveblackboys@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook under “The Grove, Blackboys”
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TN22 Club launches new service and 

celebrates older people’s day in tune 
Hot on the heels of its highly successful TN22 Club for older people in Hadlow 

Down, local charity, Engage South East, is launching a new club for people 

living in the locality and to be held once again in Hadlow Down.(with memory 

problems or dementia.) The TN22 Plus Club will open on Wednesday 2nd 

October and offer a longer session from 10.30am to 3.30pm with more 

activities and tailored support for those members with memory loss or 

dementia. 

Said Wendy Coleman, Dementia Manager for Engage South East.  “A recent 

report
1
 by the Alzheimer’s Society highlighted that just one in three people 

with dementia only leave their home once a week and one in 10 get out just 

once a month.  On top of that, almost half of people with dementia feel like a 

burden and avoid getting involved with local life so it is clear to see that there 

is definitely a need for this new service. 

 

“We are trying to build a dementia-friendly community where people with 

memory issues are understood, respected, supported and given the 

confidence they need to contribute to community life.  At our new Plus Club, 

the emphasis will be placed on a warm, welcoming and inclusive atmosphere, 

together with companionship, varied and stimulating activities and, of course, 

a delicious freshly-cooked lunch.  Having an opportunity to get out, socialise 

with others and participate in a new activity helps to maintain independence, 

stay out of care for longer and have a better quality of life.” 

                                                 
1
 https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/buildingdfcs 
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